Cat Proofing the Home'

Cats like @ lot of youngsters; will eat almost anything. And they wrlll play with anythlng at'can
move! Whether you're thinking about adoptlng a new feline friend or afready have a cat or two- (or
three or fourl), rt s rmportant e and easy — to cat-proof your home for your. naturally | cunous cutle

Try to get all family membere into the habit of Ieav' 'g the toriet ' :d down Cats especra[]y smal[
kittens or less agile o]der cats can fall |n and drown

Many bathroom essentra[s are toxic to cats Make sure any medlcatrons and other toxrc rtems are
stored securely. Stow all breakable items and hazardous objects safely in cabmets cupboards and
drawers rf your cat ﬁgures out how to open doors (some doj), use baby prooﬁng tatches to’ keep hrm
out.

Inthe Iaundry room, always check your dryer before starting it (cats love takmg naps on — orin
the dryer) and store detergents, bleach and ‘other chemicals in a kitty-proof container. .



Hanging cords, such as those for curtains, bllnds and Eamps can be strangulatlon hazards Bundle all
cords or tie them off out of reach. Make sure all windows are covered with sturdy screens and, if:
your cat will be an indoor pet, watch that he doesn't scoot out as’ you enter and leave the house.:

Trash Cans and Contalners

Don't under est!mate your cat! Curlos:ty can get the best of any kii‘ty and thos

W's‘-are'ca'pable*of
turning over a trash can or even knocklng a lid open. A L

Keep garbage, a source of such dangerous items as bones and sharp tlns ina trash can wuth a’
sturdy lid and latch. Plastic bags are as dangerous for cats as they are for small chr!dren so make
sure you sectirely stow your plastic bags o keep them in a sealed: recycle bin. . i



Furniture andRecIinin Chairs

Cats will mvestlgate anything they can fit’ mto and they can f tinto t[ght spaces The warmth and
darkness of fumniture makes it an attractive nest. Also’ check furmture with mechamsms S rechners
and sofa beds - before usmg or closmg them.

Ere‘ct' rical Chords

Chewing an electrlcal cord can be fatal and pulling on it may brang down an apphance that could
injure your cat. Lamps can be strangulation hazards. Bundle all cords or tie them off out of reach.



Needles and Thread

Strings, yarn dental floss, e[astfcs and especra[ly needles and thread are hlghly entlcang, but if
swallowed they can do serious,’ often fatal, damage. Store anything strrng-flke and any |tems small
enough to swa!iow ina drawer or somewhere that feline paws can't penetrate




